
Rosso, Julie. “Abstraction/Won Ju Lim.” www.surfwarped.blogspot.com, July 17, 
2012 
 
Abstraction / Won Ju Lim by Julie Russo 
http://surfwarpedspace.blogspot.com/2012/06/abstraction.html 
 
Space, time, motion, matter, and light are the five essences of Newton's physical world, 
but there remains one more essence involving reason, evaluation, and doubt. This is the 
mind. We have seen light, experienced time, and consumed space, believing what we 
experience through our senses. As Descartes famously stated, "I think, therefore I am." In 
Art and Physics Leonard Shlain writes: 
 
"We all live within our own worlds of belief and therefore cannot prove the independent 
existence of anything outside each of our own frames of reference." 
 
Philosopher John Lock believed that all knowledge about the world came from 
experience through senses. The tabula rosa is the mind at birth, a clean slate. Sensations 
were primitive stuff of thought excited by matter from the outside world. Matter is the 
raw material for the mind's thoughts.  
 
Contradictory, Bishop George Berkely came up with the age old question: if a tree falls in 
the woods, does it make a sound? He believed Esse est percipi, to be is to be perceived. 
There is the non-existence of matter that is not real until it is experienced by an 
individual. 
 
David Hume decided that "mind is only an abstraction that knits together perceptions, 
memories, and emotions to become the 'I' of each individual person's identity." 
 
There are three aspects of comprehension when it comes to understanding the objective 
reality: 
1. abstraction 
2. linearity 
3. continuity 
 
In the 1360s Nichole d'Oresome introduced the graph. With an X and Y axis, one was 
able to visually plot functions, expressing motion, time, and space, abstract concepts, in a 
visual way. 
 
"Every act of imagination, every union of existence and perception, is a time-space 
complex, not time plus space, but time times space, so to speak, in which time and space 
as we know them disappear." -William Blake 
 
Contemporary artist Won Ju Lim works to create a "fantastical space" in her installations. 
Using plexiglass, filters, and video projection to make her sculptural "models," light is 
absorbed, reflected, and transmitted across a space, onto plain white walls. Her sculptures 
cast a shadow onto the projections, creating a relationship between the "thing" and 



mimicry of the "thing." This hypothetical and real space erase the point of origin and 
open up the possibility of multiple realities existing in one space. 
 

 
 

 
 

 


